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Context for Teaching and Learning 

● Mission, Vision, and Core Values
● 1:1 technology at Curtis Middle School
● Use of Learning Management System (LMS) - Schoology
● PreK-8 schools implementing new arrival and dismissal times in 2020-2021

○ Elementary Schools, 7:55 AM - 2:25 PM
○ Curtis Middle School, 8:30 AM - 3:10 PM



Sudbury Public Schools’ Mission, Vision & Core Values

Mission
The Sudbury Public Schools strive to enable all students to reach their intellectual and personal potential. The school 
system, in partnership with families and the community, will work with integrity and respect to realize the shared vision 
of enabling students to become lifelong learners and effective contributors of society.

Vision

We are committed to excellence in educating students to be knowledgeable, creative, independent thinkers who are 
caring collaborative members of the school and wider communities.

Core Values

● Enhance the learning and teaching process to enable and inspire students to achieve their potential
● Actively promote personal responsibility and integrity
● Seek and promote opportunities to advance equity
● Cultivate a lifelong commitment to community



  

Early 20th 
Century

Early part of the 20th 
Century saw a decline 
in the amount of 
homework given to 
students, especially 
at the K-3 elementary 
level.

1900-1940

  

Sputnik 1957

Sputnik in 1957 saw 
the pendulum moved 
toward more 
homework as the 
United States fiercely 
competed with the 
former Soviet Union 
for academic 
competitive 
advantage.

1957

  

Rethinking the 
Status Quo

Less homework in the 
1960’s and 1970’s as 
the status quo was 
questioned and 
homework was seen 
as problematic and 
exerting further 
pressure on students 
to achieve.

1960-1980

  

“A Nation at Risk”

Public commission 
report detailed the 
inadequacies of the 
American education 
system and made the 
connection between 
school success and 
economic success.

1983

  

Standards 
Movement

Furthered the idea 
that more homework 
was another solution 
to help students meet 
higher academic 
performance 
standards.

1990’s

  

New Millenium

“The most consistent 
trend in the United 
States has been the 
adoption of policies 
that either ban 
elementary school 
homework or limit it 
to reading.”

2000-Present

A Timeline of Homework: 1900-Present*

*Adapted from:  Vatterott, C. (2018). Rethinking homework: Best practices that support diverse needs. ASCD.



Snapshot of the Research

● “Most research on the homework-achievement connection is correlational, which precludes 
a definitive judgment on its academic benefits.”  (Bempchat, 2019)

● Typically, the correlation between homework and achievement appears to be stronger in 
grades 7-12 than in K-6 (Cooper, Robinson, & Patall, 2006; Marzano & Pickering, 2007b).

● Marzano and Pickering (2007a) highlight a related characteristic of effective homework: It 
“should be structured in a way the students can accomplish it with relatively high success 
rates.”

● “...it is particularly troubling that, when surveyed, only 20 to 30 percent of students found 
their homework “useful or meaningful” (Pope, Brown, & Miles, 2015). 



How Do We Make Homework Purposeful?

● “Homework is purposeful when it reinforces student learning.”  (Marzano, R. J., Brown, 
J. L., 2009)

● “We recommend that teachers send home suggestions or directions to parents about 
ways in which they can support their children's successful completion of assignments 
without undue interference or control.”  (Marzano, R. J., Brown, J. L., 2009)

● “When students realize that their homework is relevant and not just busywork, they will 
be more motivated to complete it with appropriate focus.” (Willis, 2007)

● “Meaningful homework should be purposeful, efficient, personalized, doable, and 
inviting. Most important, students must be able to freely communicate with teachers 
when they struggle with homework, knowing they can admit that they don't understand 
a task—and can do so without penalty.”  (Vatterott, 2010)



Committee Recommendations (6/18/18)

GUIDELINES
● Homework assignments will be related to instructional objectives and reinforce classroom 

learning.  Teachers will strive to ensure that students understand the purpose of the assignment 
and can complete the work independently.

● Teachers will take into consideration students’ individual needs and available home resources 
when assigning homework.  

● Homework assignments will provide opportunities for concept and skill development through 
review and enrichment experiences.  



Committee Recommendations (6/18/18)
Grade Homework Time Limits per Night

K-2 No homework other than occasional activities at teacher discretion 
3 0-20 minutes per night maximum, occasional assignments given M-Th
4 0-30 minutes per night maximum, assignments given M-Th only
5 0-45 minutes per night maximum, assignments given M-Th only
6 0-60 minutes per night maximum
7 0-75 minutes per night maximum (Decrease of 15 minutes)
8 0-90 minutes per night maximum (Decrease of 30 minutes)

Subject teachers will coordinate assignments and assessments so that maximums are not exceeded.  
Subject teachers, including World Language, will strive to minimize the number of assessments on the 
same day.  Team teachers will work to limit major assessments to one per day and not to exceed two per 
day.  



References
Bempchat, J. (2019). The Case for (Quality) Homework: Why It Improves Learning, and How Parents Can Help. Education Next, 
19(1), 36–43.

Cooper, H., Robinson, J. C., & Patall, E. A. (2006). Does homework improve academic achievement? A synthesis of research, 
1987–2003. Review of educational research, 76(1), 1-62.

Marzano, R. J., Brown, J. L., & Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. (2009). A Handbook for the Art and Science 
of Teaching. ASCD.

Marzano, R. J., & Pickering, D. J. (2007). Errors and allegations: About research on homework. Phi Delta Kappan, 88(7), 507-513.

National Commission on Excellence in Education. (1983). A nation at risk: The imperative for educational reform. The Elementary 
School Journal, 84(2), 113-130.

Pope, D., Brown, M., & Miles, S. (2015). Overloaded and underprepared: Strategies for stronger schools and healthy, successful kids. 
John Wiley & Sons.

Vatterott, C. (2010). Five hallmarks of good homework. Educational Leadership, 68(1), 10-15.

Vatterott, C. (2018). Rethinking homework: Best practices that support diverse needs. ASCD.

Willis, J. (2007). Brain-friendly strategies for the inclusion classroom. ASCD.


